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Antiijuities of North-west Sundarbai^ 

By Kiilidas Dutt, Miijilpiu, 34-]^iirgtiiias District, 

111 iny aciioiiJit of tlio tuitlqiiities of Khari (Appendix T, Autmuf Report 
of the Varendra Boscurch ti>otiety, 1928-21)) I have noted liow in tJie course 
of the reelamatioii work which is going on in the ‘tSuiidaThnn’ or southern part 
of the 24'Pargatius District, since the eighties of the 18th century, many remains 
of antiquity have come to light, including two coppci'-phite grants of king 
Liik&hmanasemi (12th Century A.T).)- These clearly prove that much of the 
8undarhaii was inhabited and in a flourishing condition in those <laya being 
traversed by the main course of the (Janges whicli ran southwards from C-ak utta 
past Kalighat, Baruipiir, Jaynagar, Chhatrabliog uud then flowed through 
many winding ehannels int<» the sea. Tt appears from contemporary Bengali 
poems^ that tiiis eoiuUtiun eontimied till the 10th or even the I7th Century. 
From the scanty Tnenti<jn of riverside villages below ('hhntrabhog in all these 
poems (with tlie mention, in one of them, of the existence of wild animals and 
pirates) ,iud the extent of the parganas os recorded in the in-i-/U£orf (1582 
A.D.) we may take the present ‘Sutidarban Embankment' which cuts t-lirough 
the south-east part of llatlmrojuir tltfwa as marking practically the limit of the 
populated part in t-Jie Iftth Century. 8outh and east of this we may distinguish 
the new eettlemont by their bearing Plot or fjot number, the nauies attached 
to a few of them being of recent origin (see Map), But even in these new settle¬ 
ments down to the Sugar Island in the extreme wuth-west, antiquarian remuiiis 
are being found proving that they too were iiiLabit-ed in the oklen tlays. 


The Ganges and the Sundarban 

The present Hiigli river from Sajikruil downwards is said to How in the 
channel of the old 8itras\v'ati (which branched off the Canges at Tribeni) aud 
it has none of the Kticrednesa of the Canges, ft is not known when exactly 

K The ui Vrtnd^vmidfU) him At NA^Aflwipp A temple built hv him vjtmin 

fit DvinirT V. ^[nFitf!H¥AT Dist. BiinlwAll (DinUn CbjiuJm 0 cditlcin p. 319). lik Ihlit 

Article AtuMefffhfiR Ortivami'a t’dliicm nF C-B. ij Ui. 

(6) Tho *4 KiiYi' KAllkttU ^LukaELdnrAnu htrm At Ditmun^'ii On thr lUtEiiuiiL riv^Fp in i^liinahud jULipuiA 

i4 Biifdvrnn ^romiviwfl thft ijnceiiLin lo77 A. U. mt Arstrn iii UliAtAl «Ub-divL^toq, MiilnAimj' Dintf JJ, O- f 

p. Thu Indiiiin rr^iu rdiEii^n. ia lYltfrird to. 

(c) Thi! lAii11[ KrEahtidr^ii)A ^4 cit'Ar lh'lj^hikriA,2l Puri^- DinL (// On p^ TidT) b:»rik 

tih|Aibli4hrfl MB. iritti Bobu SAiilhhUHali PnthAk cf Dut6hin-Bu.nuAt, l^st. 

ExtiiAGta frttdi thb-dt wifvkA AppentipLl. pp 13-1 "i. 
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the Ganges left ite soutliwurd course below C'aleuttit and turned westwards to 
jom the Swraswati at Siinkrail and form the Uugli, This was proltably after 
the [htlr century us the Ain-i^Akbari speaks of the Ganges and Saraswati aa 
flowing separately into the sca,=* altJioiigJi the Galcntta-SmlkTail ehaiinol appears 
oil Dc Barros map (iMtl). There is a significant provision alamt the dead 
Ranges in Baghimandan 05th century) {Pra^faschiUntatlm, 

Nirampui, 1834 Ed, I, p. 290) 

nrWiK^l^jqqfl; \ 

■th. HMu. Mill IMcl ,,1„ d,„j A,II fr„.„ K.ligl,„t. .w„,,|„ 

I,™g ,Ud mi h» l»„ks »n,l „«ing the ureter ef tenke dug in it 

fr tM ^ rv '*"! Britkh merchanl, ivideiiing the channel 

tron. Caleutta to SaiUirail te facilitate navigation 

ban tenet ,va. .„elu<i«l .n S.„..teh,, while the territoc}- ,ve„ .f’ i, ,a» eallci 

(16*rAVlLtLdT™''?‘”*a** «f Jagamohan Ihindit 

(IhW A.D.) extended eastward, np to the Gangea (vide n. P. .Saatri’a luldres, 

A amyava. Bhadra, 1324 B.S.). From th. inseriptiem of the Sena, (r^h 

eentory) we tod that the Bnndarton w«, included in tan of their Mu^lia 

area eaat of the old course of the O.ngca in Panndravardliana Uvki und thut 

td‘ 

Under Ito Patliun Sultana wto aucceeded the Senas, the tract was adminia- 
ered froni Satgaun.* Under the Mnghals from Akbar onwards the whole of 
he settW part was .neluded i„ Sarkar s«tg,„n, »„d divided aZdito to 
iodamnd a ,ettjen«nt (tuS2). nnidihcd during Sulton Shuja’a rege^” 

■ “Nciar Ih® ifkift K^xihatAk m aarkar Bai^b^kKI ulfI iIi» f-i_ »- ■ i 
anJ inlo iim ueivtii nrar jinFl in 4t4i * ^ liilo iwxt —one oiicm 

the (htrd c*ng», TbP tl.rr„Tr S"**-***''- iZ jl.n o,? 

tbe miiiterti Huglij licn>Jm>«.iieiarS>iDaijn > th *>3*1 Af'fhpJfJ in TChMnliunL The thirtl ft a* i|„. 

JAmvnn iJ#[t Uuir jntfi thi* oltaih'. Da Dh, WpfiM* ml! r'*™ii, tbe Tht StinuwBti 

gull ih allU inxinimitiilJy tlravn u » Utip- ufrXw.t ^‘“1’* *■ "^ritnl u b Brngir ijls,? hut ih„ 

Sarigim i^hilyn Snflj!n[|*„, Eij,|,i|, auiU»t" tbe- OFtrittm-ttf hi (hfl 


r-" J„7hn .iH.. ^ t 4auRliiun.’ ' « *“ “■ „/ fht, 

. wia..i: “o' “.-s:!;” "S' v w, n, „ , , 

niliitijjur. T,akliBnrtli anil SsrnBt;!»rrn TIh- 4 n' ^ rwWFm** „f 

tu t«,i lio rtbcJliuuB K.jBg And nJriBii,™ i7rh'Tsh m hJT 

Lb'ib. Mtiiurt t Otiil Satatin bb, 
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mt 4 > ii iiuinijer of piirgi^nas^ of wliioh S[urngiicfilm is mentioried in a land grant 
of Aiiraugiieb preserved at ^^Itijilpur, Tlicne puTgauiiK continue to the present 
iiiuc. 

In my previous paper I Jnive given some nteount of the untlqiiities in Khuri* 
and the neiglilxiuring vilhtgeH in the Eastern or Fauiidtavurdiiena section of 
the Sundarbao ; in the present one f propose to deiil with those in tlie northern 
half of the western or Vardhainaua aectioUj the Jlouths of tho Ganges aud the 
Sagur Island. 

Govindapur 

t begin with Cfoviiidapur, a village in 8onitTpur P. H., some 13 miles Botith of 
Calcutta aud 2 udles north-west of Ijiiruipiir Illy. Station. Here in 1923 was 
tliacovoted a tropper-plate by wliich king Lakshamanaaena (12th Century, A.D.) 
granted the village of Yiddara-aasana in the Betadda c/iafumiti of Paschiina- 
Khatika of Vardliamaiui b/tn£‘fi, if any of the places mentioned in tJic grant 
can l)e identifie<l, for instance, Viddara-sasana is present Saaan, 3 miles south¬ 
east of Govindapur, as the Ganges is said to have formed half its eastern bound¬ 
ary. (/mcnptioti^ of Bengal 111, p. 97). Dhamnagar north of Sasan is probably 
the Dharmimagara of the inscript-ion. Betadda, the head-quarters of the 
cAfiturata is identified with Betor near Sibpur, opposite Calcutta (B. D. Baaerjee, 
2ia/i(/alar Iti/ias, f, p. 335). It wa.s a place of importance even in the 16th 
century as it is one of the few place>s marked on De BfiTroa’ map, and is men¬ 
tioned by Kavi-kankan, see p. 16. 

At Govindapur on the east bank of an old tank called //edopui-ur there is a 
brick moimd in which several ornamental bricks Lave been found. Some 
of these are with me. About a mile soutJi is the village of Beral-Baikuntapur 
where there are remnant,s of an old fortress, and furthor Ewuth is Kalyanpur 


* 'fhe printiipal pamsaiinii wtne (Hunt^jr L p- 

{*1 FencMikuii {p^ SiSO) in tlio imTth ijontAitii Fitlttt- 

ib) MuTijwPhhftf p. 257) wiulh tA (u) Dbiii»ti«i MtThmi KAk^^chhUt tic. 

(c) B&tEdhiiti tp. 228)cflHL id conUraE Ikruipiir, ViH^nupuf, MugnLLi&t„ JavAEkagarr Mitlmntpur Thv 
t«rgiiiui tp^ SbniiHiifiaf i* (6) AJid 

{d) MAiditnmjil fp- ciut lA (r) rmitid mtS wity lijne to Port Uthiiu^ : Bastn SlalanK,. KiinsQABir 


l^rth I p. 1^32) auulb t.f (tf) aild Efwt of (^1 cuiitHipa t'litlldpur, Jn^Adt6[3tirt BAfftsL 

l/MJuIbgArli^ SwUlh II. 232) (JiC n^illhcirfy 15clilukliArb, tAluihniipijrp BanidfliA^ 

CUngA^tbitr^yr Aiid KalicliAiAuiMjr. * - . . . i i t 

(S) JsTuiliiiar (p. 240) <p) und (/) wuUkiH kriAbnfinimjHir Ukichmikiinlapar And LAktiJtm \ 

Nc!rtivaGpu.r. 

(A) Mitydrt ((> 237) Gitrth ciihI \ A (rj ffpiitAintf Ikntin And 

fi) Klitiri Ep. 235) SjUUi YilhI lA (c). i * . 

*. In p 4 I>f that aoeoanl. 1 IkfLbhliu^ii ILi.l 23) which Ie n^uih went ul khtiri ii WtoiibIv mtmltdTmM 

north of it. 
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whuTc uiniflKt. the rums of an old temple is ii Siva-Jingain referred to i]i tke 
Rai/ttimiitfufl os Kalyan-iliidJiava, see p. 17. 

Mainagor 

Alntut a mile north-east of Govimlttpur is the vilUgc of ILiiiiagar uioii 
tioned by Kavi-kautaTi, see p. to. 

It in otaiincd as their origmaheoat by a large section ol Dakshin Ibirhi Kayas- 
tbiis ktion-n as Mahiimgar Basus.'' Kajpur ami Abdaiiciia close to ;MainiigaT 
are noted oeiitres of the Basu Kayastlms. 

Kuldia 

S(inie 5 miles south-west of liarnipur, in I*. S. Magrahat is Kuldia, where a 
fine Surya image of black stone recttvered from a tank and a sand stone plaque 
of Nrisimha have been collected by tne. 

TJie iSiirya image (Fig, 1) is I' 10* high and 1' wide and sJiew's Surya standing 
with a lotus in either of his two hands, lli,s charioteer Arnna is seated between 
his legs and his two attendants, Dajida, carrying a sw'ord and Pingalo, a bearded 
figure holding an ink-pot and pen In Ids hands stand on either side. A freize 
at the bottom of the sculpture show's Surya^s seven horses, with tw'o female 
archers dispelling darkness with their arrows, on both aides. Tw'o features of 
this image deserve special notice viz., the temple aljove Snrya's head 
.representing probably his car. and tKe hanging across his knees. 

So far as I know, the former feature occurs in only one more image, 

No. 822 (from Baria, Haishahi Dist.) in the V. R, S. Museum, and the 
latter in one other image, viz., that from Kotalipara, Faridpur Dist. in the 
Sahitya Piiriiuid .Museum, Oalciittu {Iltindi/fiok of Sculptures PI. XVfr). The 
Nifsiniha plaque (Fig. 2} measures 16*xl4*x2A* and lieing made of stone 
is a rare speeinieu. 


D akshi n - Bar asat 

.Some 7 miles south of Kiildhi and 3 miles south of Survapur or Nachangachha 
we come to Dakahin-Bamsat now a Railway 8tation, P. 8, Jaynagar. It is 


1 On.-.a Mr, Sitli Rmu (edjU'r (if thf <LAyw Ihiit lh>i i iUftgp (trriTf» itJi mnif frum 

Miiliip>ti n>iu *li« liclil hii-h oftf ( undtr tlw I’atlmn Sulldtw of Giiur with Iho tith of Sutuddhi Khnn 
Tl»rpe uf hiB gninciBociA. ^oriuiiit ntirl A'lillfibh ftlraii hrJil iind^'r ^iililiin HpMfljti Khrlh (if HKijr 

11411-1-lt>l with lilt hllffi rclj itf Piir^ntil^r Khitlu <'Jfliiilh*.r¥a Klmti j!)EmdEB.rbar Khnn ITie first 

thtRf- WM Hhiih Ji mtntBtt-jjfml arlmicntiif ih^ MahlnniJJir. lluh hi tommunriii- 

tion wilfi Grtuf by iTflU-r, Wjpi h«je, Hit :^iunil (tnp rvH^iriNj a lilbigi? in whifrh ii idEnlifiiNl u-itb 

ticiTindttpurnaiiiLtl ufter him 
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mentioned liv Kirikankon «nd must liave been of eonsidernble imporfnnce 
in olden dove for just oeeose the river in the viiloge of Sorieedaha a "‘™"' 

lithk pillor and several fine »t..ne images have been found, stud. “ ' 
aimha! a rare Mslmu-ohakru (ride ‘Antiquities of Mmn. p. 12). R* 
is noterl at present for its Sivniiugan. nailed Ad,m.l..al. referrm to m the 
Bovdowaonf as ffodananda and by Ayodhyarama as Anadi-Maheal. hou^ 
omitted i.T Kavi-kankan. Tlie present temple is a modern “ 

Idngam „mat bo fairlv old as it stands in a pool of aster some in fmrt heloa the 
lev® of the surrounding ground. In the Sena-para o Bammt th«. .s a mne 
image of Paravanatli. the 23rd Tirthankara (Fig. 3) almut 2 fee ■ ug i e. 
some years ago in digging a ditch. It appears to he conaiderablv old as it i 
much a-eathered and may be compared aitli the Parsvanath from ‘> 

p. 3, Antiquities of hTiari'. The Tirthankara is representetl as standing mthed 
;*!. a m.nv-hood«l aimke-head over his head. On either side of lum hereto 
four snakes rising from his arm and loaor dira n an attendant, win. " 

The pedestal is plain. A nnique featnre i. a 1 anmiiafo Unging across the 

knees. 

Baharu and Mayda 

Some 2 miles soutli of Dakakin-Baraaat is Bahani, now a Railway station. 
It is referred to ns 'Bani*ksiiDtra' in the Recently a feurya image 

of black stone abont 2 feet high has been foniul here and is being worslupped 

as Paiiehanana by a section td the people. „ . • ( 

ft is said however that formerly Baharii was a small plate, a co ec .ion o 
fishermen’s huts, while Mayda near it on the east side of the Ganges was a toam 
of importance being the head-quarters of a revenue pargana as noted before arid 
a port of the Portugese (Sivanath l-^istri’s Almat'Iittntti, p- 1)* **^1^ ® 

to have migrated across the river in 1154 li.fcl. (1748 A.D.) owing to river erosion 
on the Mayik side. A stone image of dancing Chines li ft. high (Fig. ) 
has been presented to me by liabu Gaiir .Mohan fhinerjee of Mayda. It wa.s 
found liy one of his men in digging a ditcii some years ago. 

Jayanagar 

This village appears to have come into prominence in the 17th Century 
for it is first mentioned in the nayamaimi while Kavi-kankan omits it. 

It has n local epithet of Palabari, which according to Mr. Nageudra ^ath 
Basu is a corruption of Pravala-duipa Jaihja Ih/iae, Rajanj'^-Aanda, 

I, p, 351) Jayanagar derived its name from an image of Jaya-cJiandi whidi is said 
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to have been set op al)out 300 years ago, A more popular .Hhriiie now-a-tUyn 
is the temple of Railiia-V&llabha whielr eontft[n 3 tw<i woorlen images of RacUia 
ami Krishna 3 ft, and 4 ft. higli respeittively. Tiiese images uxe said to have I>cen 
brought from Khsiri and set up by Pratapiidilya of Jessore, ( 1582 - 1011 ) (doii. 
Hat of omievt Mommenta in p. 51). 

In a garden, north of the temple, a fine blank stone image of Vishnu 'H ft. 
high, notr with Balm fJopal f^handra Stirkar, was dug out and in clearing the 
tank of the temple a atone ‘gargoyle’ was found whiefi is placed on n Oauripatta 
in the veranda of the temple and worshipped as a Lingam. 

One of the tanks in the dry^ channel of the Oangea here is called Mitra-Oanga 
after the Milra family of zamimkrs whose houses and Siva temples sUnd on its 
west bank. The oldest of these temples is known, from a brick inscription on 
its face, to have been built in lfi83 Saka or 1761 A-D. An interesting fentuto 
of it is a freizeof miniature temples with siHarns and a Biva lingjim in each, 
over the entrance. Two other temples are flated 1771 and 1777 Saka re.^- 
pectively. On one of these there were some erotic figures in moulded bricks 
as referred to Ijy Hunter i;i his Stfriisticai JccoHht oflientiol I, p. 88. South of 
Jayanagar is Vishnupur referred to in the ^atjamaitfial, sec p. 17. 

The Muragachha grant 

In the village of Majilpur adjoining Jayanagar. there is a sowed of Emireror 
Aiirangzeb (1658-1707) dated 1071 II. or 1061 A.U, with Biibu Amritu Lai 
Chakravarti. It purports to be tlic renewal of a previous sanad by which 25 
bighaa of land in pargana Aluragadtha were caniferred os a Bmimottftr on 
Ratnesvar Chakravarti. As note<l before, Aluragachha k the pnrgana in which 
Diamond llarltour is situated. 

Ramnathpur or Mandirbazar 

Some 8 miles west of Jayanagar is R,imnathpUT, P. S. Kiilpi, known as 
Mandirbazar on account of its Siva temple abotit 100 ft, high—an impressive 
structure, though much damagetl by age and neglect. (Pig. 5 ). Jt js calM 
Ke!!a^^sva^ after its builder. It faces we.st md is oblong in plan, consisting of 
a cell in the centre with a wide corridor on three sides. The waJkof the cell are 
earned above the roof of the corridors and arc surmounted by an arched roof 
and aiHara. The corridors are roofed over with single orches udiich are 
very striking. The face of the temple is ornamented with moulded hrieks set 
in various designs, c.g. Vkhtm, Mahislm-mardini etc. There are three brick 
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inspfiptums in Bengiili snript of tin? same import ut tiiree places of tlie face. 
The mithllc one k nearly ol^literateil; the side ones read — 

ar# frgpatl i fsiftiRT « 

“ Ivesava got tliis Siva temple built in IfiTO Saka j'ear (J74JS hy the 
architect Vasiideva/' There is a groat gatlioring fd pilgrims at Siva-ratri time, 
ond of February {Gn^ttrer of 24-Piiraganas p. 78). 

One mile east of Maudirbaair, in tlie Ifaurir hrit of Jagadispur, P. S. Ktilpi. 
there arc two Siva temples alanit 50 ft. high of one design (Fig. fi)- Thej’are 
said to be older tlian the one at SfandiTba^iiT and have sU'harasni a ditfereul 
jMittern, rat-Iier resendding that of the Jaganriath temple at Serampur or the 
Vaidyanatli temple at Deoghar. Both the temples are much decayed. Each 
has a door still consisting of n single block of carved black stone, and a lingani 
about 4 ft. high. 

Netra 

About 6 utiles north-west of Jagailispur is Sfetra, a Railway station, P. S. 
Diamond Hurbour from which I have recently oldained a Uma-Mahcsvnra image 
of black stone. Fig. 7, discovered some years ago. ft measures 2'x 1' 3* and 
represents Umn seated on the left thigh of llahesh. who is CftTessing her, both 
being seated on a jwdtnosfiMfl. with one foot resting on their respective twAonas, 
bull nnd lion, carved below. Mahesh has four arms witji two of which he holds 
Uma while the other two carry a mlotpaln and a trid-^ut. Uma has tivn ariua; 
tJie right one clasps Mahesh and the left one Jiolda a mirror. Both the figures 
wear ornaments, but are crowned witli jafahaikutas. The back slab is plain 
except for two Gandharvea carrying garlands. 

Mathurapur 

* 

Some six miles south of Jayanagar is Matliurapur, a Police Station. Some 
time ago several sculptures were iinearilictl: here in tligging out n tank. Of these, 
a inutilatwi Buddlia image in fihnmi-spaii'stiwiidffi is lying on the village altar 
and a fragincut of a Surva image is with me. Mathniapur is surrounded by 
urchmological remains, of which those at Khari, Bakultala and other places 
©.xst of the Adi-Ganga are desoriWl in my previous article. 

Ghatesvar 

About two miles south*west of Mathurapur is Ghatesvar, named after its Siva 
liiigdm. In excavating a tank some 40 years ago, 3 Jatna images and a stone 
2 
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s<in}ptiire wei'e iinenriLcd. ISvo of tlic Jaina iniages^ Alt' lost, one IjpiiigtJu'own 
liy Bahit KiiraliriioJian L'hendfuiri Jnto a taiikund the other tnkeii away proljabJy 
( aloiittji. The reinaiuuig Jaitia iiuage and the sculpture are wjtli me. The 
latter (3^ig. S) is of fine gTiiiiied satidskuie ituil measures 1 3 ' X fi' X 5* deep and Iiears 
a hmnuri figure which is luiidentified. The Jiiina Linage which is that of AdiiiatJi 
9) isde.scTihedahmg witha Tarsviinath image from Raidlghi and a minia¬ 
ture y ami Hath from PatJmrpratinia on p. 5 of 'Antiquities of Kliari.' Tliree 
more Jaina images hiive recently been diseovered vh,t at Dukahin-Burasat 
one at Kantahenia and the third in J^agar Tslaud. 

The oeruTTcticQ of so many Jaiiia images indicate the prevalence of the faith 
in these piirts. Tliis prohably dates from Viian C]ju'aug\s tinie (7th centiirv’ 
A.T>.) as he notetl that 'the I dgafiihani Xigiv,iithas were very iiuniorouK’ in fkinia- 
fcata (Ti^atters ZI. ]>. JS7) ami Saniatata. in Hfr, \anigopal .\Iajumtlftr*s opuiion, 
included the ►Simdarbau at the time of the Senas. {Inscrip(tm& nf Bengal ilf, 
p. ttl). Strangely enough, tliere is no mention of Jaimis in Vnan Chn^ang's 
aecoiint of the neighliouring kingdom of Tamralipti. 

At Lakshmikantaptif now n RiiilTvivy Station near Glia teswar, a stone innige 
was lately found in the old lied of Banai uadi and is now in the zauundiit's 
kftchan in Lot No. 18. 

J alghata 

Aiwiit S miles south of .Tayaimgar, in J». S. .MatJiurapur, is Jalghata ndiere 
there is a kacAari of the late Jlaia Pyarimohan ;\rnkJierj! of rttarpara (Uugli 
Dist,). Jn cle.aring the tank r»f this JcatfatTi a few years ago several stone images 
were fonnd viz. three V ishntis and one Dnsa-bhuja Dvirga which are now in the 
libraTV at Lttarpara and r. Garuda capital which is now in the Indian 
Miifteiim. Calcutta. Thecapitnl (Pig. loj is nearly 3 ft. high and has two 
similar images curvod back 1o Ijaek. ami was evidently placed in front of some 
ViaJimi image, eide rule quoted by Mr. Akshaya Kumar .Maitra. Bhamti, 
Sravan. 1327. p. 270 n. : 

3^»S«iTJTrf; i wsRsi ^ ii 

Chhtrabhog 

A little eastward of Jnlghata is Chhe.trabhog in .Mathurapur P. S, Jt is » 
Srikta centre, the presiifing deity being calledTripuTcsundari with the Ambnlinga 
or Badarikanath of the adjoining village of Banisl as its Blmiravn. The temple 
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of TripurastiiKUiTi Is a very modttni tnuldjng with tUit roof iiut itliOMKos n t/auint 
or oinbleni and a fiill-siKe woodcu Image of tlie deity. The ifaiiim which is ^\Tap- 
ped up in red cloth is a lectaiigular It is said t<j liave been recoveretl 

from the ruins of an old temple at the site. This shrine which is still regardotl 
by the Saktns ns one of tlicir/nVAffii appears ho an ancient one, probaldy identical 
with that named KhnrL Xo. 2ii in the list of the C4 BndiUvist Tuntrika piihas, 
given in the Dtikaruaiit, a work of the lOth f ^entnry. Kb^ri being a noted place 
close to it. (Jiirtstn, Cftfahgue of ^Hnnslril Manftitcn}ffi! In the Ooremment CoV 
leclimi, 1917, VoL It p. »!-»). 

The ancient importance of Ohliatrabhog is testified tc» by tlie iuiniefOU.s 
brick niounds, tanks and stone and bronse images hmnd in clearing the forest. 
Of the.se the most note^vorthy are a mutilated stone Kuvera (hig. 11) no%s iii the 
Indian Museum, and a .stone Visluiu and a stone iiiiniatuie IhiSiibhuja Durga 
(6^X4*) which iirc with me, and a stone Xrisimha, a liroiize Xrisimlia and a 

bronze Canesa a’hich are in the tciniile- 

CJihatrabliog appears to have been a jHirt in tdden days, and recently some 
iron chains and old planks and musts have been uueartJiBd here. It is said tlmt 
when the aucieiit port of Tamlnk (V. .Smith, ]k 79) was closed by the 

silting of the Rupnarayan, people used to embark at Pichalihv (lower down 
the river and above its present junctiou with the lltigli-Daraodar) and 
tMatrabhog (II. P. Sastri, quoted in Jogeelicliandra Basu, Medmtpurer 
hihm-p, 108). According to the C/iftitaiti^a Blititjeatn, Chaitnnya embarked 
here for Orissa, see p. 16. 

Barasi or Ambulinga 

This place adjoining Chhatrabhog is ii<*ted for its Siva htujam. The ori^n 
of the shrine is related in the ChaU<in^-Jiha//tata, see p.! 5. The tcmjile whicli 
is a modern one contains besides the lingam, an ancient brontic Lakshmi and a 
snmll stone Bull (NamU) found in the ruins ; a huge Gnuninifta of blach atone 
is lying in front Mr. Siitis Chanilra Mltra says tiiat the lingam n os mstalleil 
by king Nareiulra tbipta in the 7th flentury, AJb but gives no authority 
in support of his statement {Jessoee-Almlnar Itlhas I. p- 179), 

Near B^irasi is fhalcratirtha where in tin- dry laid of tlie (binges there are 
three tanks t ('JiAkrakund,. (lopalakund and Manikuud. There is a Huau-jotra 
or Imthiiig festival here on tJie Std-lo-fi/fftipadn tb>,y of t'haUrn (March) every 
year probably referred to by in the Hiufa>mn}fnl. ’I'he name is 

derived tioui the legend that when Bhagirath lost sight of Osnga as 1he\ 
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r€iit?]i€!d this pliic^^ she shovved him bei chal'^- lliis lirtha 16 refeire^l to in 
Aut 4 of ti»e Ftahodh-CIiiutthoduj/a of Krishiiii a inttiv-o of Karli (flth 

tWuturj^) : 

ili is mentioned, liftcr Trilieni iti the Varaha-jiitramt (jBiUigiiviUsi htlitiou, Uli. 
130), 

Madpur 

This village lies HuijtJ[ of Jiuriisi itiul sonie two iitilus iiotth-wost. of KJuiri 
iicroBs the dry ohitnnel of the Ganges- A V'isl^tin iiiittge 5?i ft . iilgli of the tisiml 
c/mt»rb/injtt tj'pe fuiuid here flonietinie ago and is kept jji the house td Ikihu 
Bhiitnath Cl^akravarti, 

Tlie mouths of the Ganges 

Ar the C/iaitmiytt-lihagami sui^ya, the Gunges divided itaelf jjito a Jiundred 
iiiontiiK Lfi., hrancJieBatCJihatTftbhog, ami the legends of Amhulingn uiultTuikTa- 
tirliia confirtn this view. This is probably the reitstni why all the poeins are 
indefinite about the route iielow C'hhatrabhog. Kakativip or Hatiaghur iieijig 
practically the ojily landmark mentioned in any of them. From the Cfiaftmi t/a- 
Bhagfiiyit we gather that froni Chhatrabhttg, Chaitanya sailetl down tiie braiudi 
which tlowml weatwurda (Kulpi Kii;U)to Kulpi(?) and landed in Grissa terribiry 
suniewhere opposite it on the other side of the KupatniTiiyaii, whore he took 
the road to Puri, see p. Hk The branch referred to in the C/tandi and the 
otJier pi»emR lg probably the one which flowed southwards past KJutri and 
Bakultala (Lot 22, where a Sena inscription has been found) to l/jt lo and 
then turned uTostwards to Kakadvfp, This braudi is cidled in its successive 
reaches the Cliaraganga, the (Tobadia gang and tlie Uhil»ati gang, ami is 
believed to be continued across the Baratala creek ami traverse the ^iagar Island 
to join the sea at Gang^augar as shewn on the Map by iirrow-hei'.ds. 

South-West Sundarban 

The antiquities described nlmve He roughly speaking north of a line from 
Madpur thnnigh Ij^ikslitnlkantapur to Kulpi. iSouth of tliia line, in the old settled 
villages of Kantabeuia (where a fine Parvanath iiiiageT t wo Vishnu images imd 
sonic carved stones have 1mm found), Karanjali. ^lalaya. ( 'handipur. Nakidi 
etc. and the newly opened lota 1 to 2t». antiqtiHriiiu reimdiLSare being iliscovered, 
]ia will be de-scriited later.Only oiie of these, a unique Vishnu nniigc f describe 
here- It has been very kiiully preseuteil to me by Babu Dakshinu tTiaran 
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liijiierji of Bariiipur, It was fouud isomc years ago in exeavatiiig a tank in liis 
xainiiidari in Lot 10, P. S. Ivakadvip, and repreaeiits (Fig. 12) tlie Jiety as 
Wearing a long garliuid reaching to tlio knees jiiul witlt four Jiands. Tlie upper 
Tight hand Iioids a cIiiiLto. the lower riglit hand rests again at a full blown lotus 
and is ill vantda ntudm. The left upper hand holds it lotus ami the left lower 
hand which also rests on a foil blown lotus, Iiolflsa concii. From these attributes, 
it iijipcars that the image can be no otlier than Vishnu. Two fcimile figures 
in fianiupadasthanaLa ]wse I'xe on the two sidea* Tlieir right hands are in trrmda 
tnttdra and the left hanils holtl stalks terinlnating in lotusea. The gioup stands 
on it plate the edge id wJiieJi is decorated with lotus leaf carving. I’liere ia no 
t'a/iam or devotee in the image. 'Wliiit adds tousidcTably to the interest of the 
sculpture is the figure of a seven-headed serpent hooil with a sprig over it which 
forms a canopy over V’jsliiuds head. A serpent hood eanopy (■witliout the sprig) 
occurs in a Vishnu image from fiigardtghi, Murahidahad Dt. now in the Museum of 
the Maugiya fiahitya Parishad,, CJaloutta {flandlMtot: to iJie Setdpiures, PI. XXVI). 
There is no aureole and tho back slab is flat at the top. with raised fillets on either 
side of Viehnu, The face of the image with part of its mukuta is budly damaged. 
It i.s decorated with many ornaments e.g., kitndaht, neckUice, bracelet, armlet 
etc. Two flying Ga^idtuiTt'os carrying garlands occupy the two top corners. 

I add now an account of the fiagivr Island which is a dotachud locality, 

Sagar Island 

Tliis island is situated in the extreme south-west of the Sundarban and forms 
P. S. Sagur. It is roughly triangular in shape being about 2o miles long from 
North to South and 8 inilea hroad along its south face, whii h is washed hy the 
Bay of Bengal. By its w'est flows the J-fugli river and on its east is tiie Baratala 
or Channel Creek, evidently, a length cut off the Haldi river (oldliupnaraj-an) by 
the Hugli. From its shape and position the Island »i>peata to have been cut off the 
Hijli mainlaml by the Hugli river although it is included now in the Suiidarban. 

In its north there are two small isUvinls, Clioramara and l.rfduichor». which are 
saitl to have Iieen formed later, fhi the former i.s tJm telegraph station of Miid- 
Poiiit. above which the Sniidarbati steamers leave the flugb and pass down 
Channel C^oek, At. its south-western corner stands .Sagar lightJiousc built 
ill 1808, and almiit the midiUe of its south face where u creek ludieved (as noted 
before) to be the mouth of the lianges meats ilio sen, is the or site 

of Ihe great tlangn-sagiT bathing festival (lasting 8 days) held at Pans >?4iiikninti 
(niidclle oi J^iJiuary) evt^ry year^ 


Tt is siiicl thttt here stood the as^rnm of Kepila u’tiose wrjitli hurnt Kiiig 
Sagiir'fl GO.OOO fiojis to »shes ami coiisigjiecl their «oul« to heil until 8i*.gar’s grand- 
son Bhagiratha brought doivn the Giinges from Heaven to wash the ashes ami 
liberate the aouU as related in the liatmyiitut {Bala-Kaiula. ch.43). This tirtim 
is mentioned in the xllaltnfJmrttta (Vaniiparva. Tirthayatra, chapter 114) the 
Pnd'hiapVi'antt (Kriyayogaaiira, chapter 5, llaiigaTfasi Edition) and hv 
Kavikaukan. Among hiatorical records, it occurs in the Muiiger grant of king 
Devapahi (9th Cent ary A-D.) {Gaiuhi-lplfimmla A’ol |,p. 42). According to 
IE H. Wilson {Esst^ifs on the RfiUfjmi of f/te Ili/idm 1S62, Vol. 11, pages 
JIM"! fJ!)) there nas at thjaajte. a temple containing a huge stono image of 
Kcpila n itli a large i^ir tree in front, beneath which were images of Raiusi 
and ifanuniaii. and a sinull fresh water reservoir called SiEiikund at its back. 
It is said tJiMt' tJiesc and other old tetii]>les etc., were washed away iiy the sea, 
probably in the earthquake of 1897. The present image of Kapilu is said to be 
‘a shapeless block of stone' which ia kept in Eiilcutta and sent down to the 
mwfam and placed in an improvised temple at the time of the Pans Sankranti, 
every year {Gazitteer of the 24 Poryams, p. 256.) 

The Sagar isUiul was well populated in oklon days* and Hedges notes 
in his JJian/ (IBH3) ‘we went in our Eiidgeros to see ye pagodas at liagore’. 
It is said that in 1688, two years before the foundation of Calcutta, 200,600 
persons were swe|>t off this island by a cyclone in one night (/wpcfioi 
Gazetteer XU, p. 110) Keclumation work was begun early in the lOth century 
and inspite of riivages by aeu and wind {Gazetteer, p. 257) mucii of the island 
has been cleare<l. In many of these cleatiuge Mandirtala, Bauiunkluili, 
Jlanasiidvip, remains of hrick-built houses, temples, wells, tanks etc. have been 
discovered. In diiruinu near Sagar Light house aome years auo, Mr. Manuel 
the Sjuperin ten dent found a novel golden ring, which had u human figure engrav¬ 
ed on it. Traces of old wells ais<j have been found here. At Mandirtala by the 
side ()! the Hiigli river there arc two old wells niul a ruined temple and several 
brick munnds, one of whudi is about 40 ft, high. Near this is a large tank with 
batiks some 40 ft, wide and 15 ft. high. There is another similar Unk to its 
iiortJi a here i«.nie old coins and gold ornaments were found which are now with 
Balm Devendra Nath Das, Zamindcr of the place. At Dhablat east of the 
mtiffain, m (lie foc/inr/ of the reminder. Babu Pidinbihari Dutt of tWcutta. 

airnwly 0 ufrifflrt M,cir. ISr,E». Till!' U-ltn) ” t o wii»ipiil«i 

,* ’MTlr'"*'!'" ‘1 ''T ‘‘ Ow lidri ill I|,u Hi)li maiolind, Ji i» ii«i 

auEurat the ot a. tJc'lhi ty bt ht^hur Ehsm iU nx-uKn. K, Ll, .nn±, itm 
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there is a Visiimi image and a Jsina Tirthanhara inmge «f black stone fuiTud in 
the isIaiKl (ivith a stone Vis)iJjii brought from Patharpratiina in P. ^5, 
.Mathurapur). It is said that the fijie stone image of flanga in the Yasoreswari 
temple at Jessore was taken there from sagjn *' 

Extracts from the CittiittUDja-Hhafjardt »f Vrimlavantlas, Atul Krishna 
Gosvtimi’s edition p. 383-386. 
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' Jtttott A-A«lnpr nfJkf. by SfctUchPfldr. Mit™, il, 13* ; Sunte wri^t™ fcy thrtt -ChoEHlDfaifl'Pralppnditi^-. 
wjdt*) ^dinK h, IfK. in thP S-a-r l.lii.d |fip«lf«r. j. 2B| but tb.i. »«nw .mpn^hahk ft. nc*l«l 

in thu K[^„„ to I- diftrw^t fn,w hi. iu.m™.fcr of K.^tpukuri. {n..„ AH inilRiil- 

ficuTil rUInlm m Kbulnn Dt.) whu i* ftkid, in .-crtaiti VaiuhnAT. *<'rti. 1o bnVfr i1l-tiie^(jd diiiit.atft • fidlwi^e. 
NMwwndfftld pe^leoutod hi. d^v.,t« Hftrid.-. (ft convart**! MuHin*). Hn n« pn.l»bly . nf f l,o .n- 
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A^nUng tn'tC klr Sftt^^dftcbftl^n 

D. bctw^n UiwiHiiii Shah of Bengal (UP3 15JBJ And Fmtftpftnidra ..I On**. (n«M.I532t. 
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c^. 5R3:Tr I ^ f^Kmrv n 
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Extracts frcni Chmtdi of Kavi-Kaokan Miikimdarama. Indian Press Edition 
p. 201-202 and p. 237. ' 
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ANTIQUITIES OF N. W. SUNDARBAN. 



I, Surya from Kultlia. 



2. Nrisimha plaque from Kuldia, 


























ANTIQLJITJES OF N. W. SUNDARBAN, 



5. Kesavegvesvar Temple, Ramnathpur. 


6, Twin Temple, Jagadispur, 


Sculpture htwm Gfiatesvor... 



















ANTIQUITIES OF N. W, SUNDARBAN. 



9. Adioath from Ghatesvar. 


10 Ganida Capital from Jalghata* 



11. Kuvera from ChKatrabhog- 


12. Vishnu fiom Lot 10. 






















NEW SPECIMEN OF BENOAL SCULPTURE. 
[ VfBhnu or Bodhiiaitva f ) 


L Tlio Sculpture 
No. fi&l, V^R^, Museum. 


t, DEyanI at top^ 
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[Ktiprintcd, nith pormtffiijan, frimi tKo M<)tltru AcpiVir, XnwmfMir, 1920. An sr^irle identifying 
the inuigi* AN Viehnu Appeared in thn Heriew foe Fclirunry, lUM, and was reprinted in V. R. S. 
.dttHNnr J&2S.se.1 


A New specimen of BengM Sculpture 
(A Vishnu er a Buithlsatva?> 

Kshitis}) CJiaficlm 8ark»r, m.a.. b.l. 

The attention of eoholara interested in Indian leono^aphy is drawn to a 
new specimen of acuIptuTe acquired hy the Hajshahi VaTcndra Research 
tSocicty in its beautifnl collection of treasures of Art. 

It is a Hculptnre in relief on a atone filah measuring 32* x lo* in a fair stote 
of preservation, revealing a fairly devehiped stage of art. The t<>pmost portion 
of the stone slab contains the image of a seated male figure engaged in Dhjana 
or contemplation, 

Superficially, however, the image in question may present some characteris¬ 
tics of a type of Vishnu, but, it 1,2 needlc.'i.s to say that such a oombinatton with 
a diyani-Siiddha, AmJtahha at the top has not Jiithorto been found either in 
literature or sculpture as an undoubted type of ^uahnu in the land of Vishnu 
worship. There is no place in this sculpture for (i) Vishnu’s favouTite Vahafm, 
the mythical bird Garnda, nor is tJtere any place for (ii) his consort Lakshnii 
and ^SaraKvati to his right or left. The pedestal, on the other hand, shows in 
a circular space a six'anned mate figure in a pose of war dance. The main image 
has four male figures as companions—two on each aide. The four hands of the 
main image hold four emblems but the lotus (profoio*) atul the mace i^tda*) are 
not indicated in the uaual vray, nor in any such way as to indicate that they are 
the lotus and the mace. 

The lump-like object hi the lower right hand cannot, however, be taken to 
represent the lotus-bud as there are no sjjota to indicate the same. An object 
of uniform width placed in a horizontal position on a lotus Bta,Ik held in the 
upper left hand eannot possibly be taken to represent the mace To some 

it may seem that to the right and loft of the image are the Aijudha'purugJtas, 


I Tht lot«» flwM m ihB h»Dd of ^Iuijit»ri tl» tcucfaiitB of Buddlti_ tb? blue Jctiki . 

|| the Mao]tih.li nnif tlu^ pwn of Tir* The Imim bud Li a mon- fiiM|qNLt form fn Cbin. 

JapHTt than jJi Ttiwt 


{Hemndri'f Vul- 11^ VmtAhliATidA). 
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ropTe£L6utijig tJie discus^ wild tJie coiicli. Jiiioii ul these stuudiu^ figures ciiiriBS 
a etJilk of lotus and oil it are placed the iliaeus and the eonch, but the illustration 
does not sJiow that the lotus stalks are held in any 'vay by the luuida of these 
figures. The smaller figures bj' the side of these A^udhtt'ptt'ntifhus remain» 
however, still unidentified. 

The deitj' wears Fonooioh*, a fiovver garLind ofteclmical name, which hangs 
down to tlie knees. The [ V. R. S. iluseuui inuigc No. 662] of a B>dhisatva 
also wears a similar flower garland, clearly indicating that the T onomalo was 
not a monopoly of Vishnu in Indian sculpture, The discus or wheel (cAoira*) 
and the conch (s«w*Mo*), favourite einbleiuii held iu the hands by \ishnu, are 
similarly not peculiar to him alone, 

These ctmsiderations may raise a legitimate doubt about a definite and correct 
identification of the image under review. Images of four'armed \i6huu, ilivided 
into twenty-four U’pes, arrauged in f«nr weU established groups {T'yuAos) 
are well known in literature, and some of the t)^)es have also been noticed in 
the specimens preserved in museums ami temples. The specimeD under 
discussion with a Dhyuni figure at the top does not, however, conform to any of 

them. An image is a spiritual diagram (YimM and its essential features 

are, therefore, regulated by ritualistic scriidaire in which there is no room for 
fanciful creations according to tlie whim of the artists. This makes correct 
ideutificatiou possible in spite of all complesities of types. 

Ayud/ia^puirus/ms are perso 7 iified weapon -emblems, and ate, therefore, 

different from attendaiitdeities door-keepers (U^cora-po/os)- 

The literal meaning of AyadH is s weapon of war of one of these three typos 
(i) that held in the Jiund, wdiilo in use, such as a sword ; (ii) that thrown with the 
hand, such as the discus ; (iii) and fJuit thrown with an instrumental oontri- 
vancc. such as an arrow propelled by the how. In Indian Tconogruphj, the uord 
however came to include, besides actual weapnis id war, some emblems ^hich 
could not properly be regarded as weapjiis, such as the lotus, the conch, the 


turn. .ifeiglt), 
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Damarii or drum, the book, and the like. The discus canio to be represented 
in the Indian sculpture in two ways (i) as a weapon of wax, (ii) as a mere emblem 
indicating the wheel or the reign of law. As a weapon of war, the discus is held 
in the haiul in a way suggestive of motion : as a mere emblem, a state of stable 
ei|uilibriuin is suggested by its axtistic treatmeut u'hich invented a suitable 
device, a lotuS'Seat for the emblem. 

The conch aud the discus of Vishnu are noticeable in the head-dress* of his 
door-keepers Jaya and V ijaya j but the lotus and the club do uot appear to Jiuvo 
becu Used in that way. The Aj/iidAas or weapon emblems came to be given 
Well-established human forms, and when such forms were given the s'^'mbola 
in the hands the deity were superseded by theni. Personified forms were 
placed alongside the main inuige and two of his hands, conveniently the lower 
ones, w'ere usually placed on the Leads of the personified wespon-eiuhleius, 
AifudJui^puTM^/ms came accordingly to represent the Affitd/ias held in the two 
lower hands. 

If the two attendant figures on two sides of the imiin figure were intended 
to represent Ayttd/ia-purmAa^, they would be At/nd/ta-purusla^f of tlie lotus 
and the conch, and not of the discus and the couch. 

In the Vishnu images of kuomi types, the main image has by his side, his 
consorts an<l door-keepers ; and so two figures, ojie female and another nmle, 
appear on each side. In the illustration, how'ever, are visible two male figures 
ou each aide, evidently indicative of companion-deities and door-keepers of the 
main deity. TJie Dhtpmi figure at the top clearly connects the image witJi 
Buiblhiatic and not Brahmanic conception, ft may reveal a type of Alan- 
jusri of the Buddhists, a four-armed standing figure with a seatetl Dh^ni figure 
at the top, and a lump of swcetme.*t in the right lower palm, a w-heel placed 
on a lotus m the right upper hand, a BuMiMike (book-like) object with a flower 
on It or a fiamuig pearl piace<l ou a lotus ou the left upper hand, and a couch 
m the palm of the left lower huud. The si,K-armed umle figure in a posture 
of war dance represents a ciaas or a ( Gmm) of mutas A may conmionlv appear 
in all pedestals according to the texts ; 

Mauj u,sri worship was at one time so popular that it received equally fervent 
adoration from Bialiiuuuc and Budilhistic fb^mtees. The Trikunda^se^Aa 
gives ns twenty four names of fids deity, two of which connect him with tlie 

». lo Htvna bj ic Li* 
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wliGcl (i' lioUlet [>E a wheel of eight spokes) Jiiid (stable 

wlieeletl). Hia attendant figures uiid figures of door-keepers are welUcnomi. 
As he was conceived as a bachelor and called no female image in some 

specimens found a place by his side. 

JIunjusTi was conceived in Indian painting and sculpture in two principal 
(,yp^g^r {15 )i warrior fighting against ignorance and as a peace-loving dispenser 
of knowledge.” In one ty-pe the sword or the bow and the arrow appear as fitting 
emblems, togetlier with a roaring leopard or a lion as a Va/uina. In the other, 
the wheel of law of stable equililiriuni and the conch appear as fitting emblems 
of the peace-loving dispenser of knowledge- The Fiithi (book) is his distinctive 
emblem and is noticeable in both tj-pes. The book is supposed to be Fmjim- 


jMraniibt which is associated also with some specimens of other Buddhistic 
deities such as Avalokitesvara, (.hiiida, Vasudhara aud iTuiiinaparamitu as 
noticed by A. tietty m her work, itte God^ of Nori/tem Bttddh mtu It is represented 
iu sculpture as held in the liand between the fijigexs or as placed on a lotus held 
in the hand by the stalk. The sculpture in question shows au object of uniform 
width in a hoiiiioutal position on a lotus seat held by the stalk in the left upper 
hand. The mace {(jada) is not of uniform breadth throughout, it is not a short 
but a long weapon, and is usua lly held in a perpendicular ijosition. Ite represen¬ 
tation in sculpture conforms to those charactoristicB. As they are totally absent 
ill the illustration, the obj ect in question cannot be safely regarded as a represen¬ 
tation of the mace The eyes of the main image liave more agreoment 

with the Buddhistic than with Bvahiuauic deities and correspond to the type 
described by Waddel as a represoutationof a dreamy look. 

The oruameuts also contain important indications which may throw light 
upon the question of identification. While almost all ornaments depicted in 
sculpture of Vishnu may be found in other deities also, the Kaustuva jewel is 
peculiar to him. It lose according to mythology fTom the ocean during its 
churning. It was a jewel of the variety caUed Badmaraga ami was appropriated 
by Vishnu for the decoration of his breast as noted in the Bhayttvaia ■— 

This jewel appeared in sculpture as a peiulaut attached to the necklace and 
is noticeable in specimens of Vishnu images. Tins pendant is not exlubited in 
the specimen under review, Besides these, there ate other ctmsideratjmja winch 

hi. iii.irc! njuialJortlJ litiJ With UtC LliWlCI t*t lilt tilUt* lt>l 
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umy ruiiiQ a legitimate doubt about tiie ideutificatlou of tluB image u-itli \''iuimu. 
Ah tlie iiiiagG iu question lias a D/iyatii figure on the top of the alah and au in- 
acriptlou on its pedestal, the two should be taken together into consideration 
for proper ideiitihcatlou. The inscription consists of fifteeu letters, uis., 

€ni^* (f^) ^.{«) 

The concluding word Samy/ta is indicative of the donor's connection with 
Buddhism. The image on the top of the slab, a small sitting image of a two¬ 
armed male figure in the pose of meditation is like Amitabha. Although 
“Akshobhya” is generally seen on the top slab of Manjusri yet Amitabha also 
is not uncoinmou. In Buddhist Iconography, Dr. Bhattacharya says “As 
a mutter of fact, some consider hfm to mean emanation of Amitabha, others 
of Akshobhya, still others of the group of the five Dhgan i Buddlias." 

Brahmaiiic Iconography discloses caseiitkl features of Brahmanic ritualis¬ 
tic characteristics—the F«A«#w. tlie Fitha-demtass. Farsm-decafus, Ihara- 
dcvatas and the Ayudhapurusitas which are worshipped along with the main 
image. Vishnu images have, therefore, to be worshipped with Sahds as Porst-o- 
devatas, Garuda as Vakauo and the distinctive Aijitdhapunfahas in the form of 
symbols of Samkha, C/mtm, Gada, and Padnm. The image in question has no 
female Parsva-deinfa or Vahana. Dancing male figure in the iwdesta! with 
Vishnu may seem to one us that of fclivu in his SanthamnmrtL The presence of 
dancing figures iu pedestala cannot be safely taken as indicative of any parti¬ 
cular sect. Such figures of Bkidas&ml Fretm as these may be foimdin pedestals. 
Such dancing figures m the pedestal are also Wsible in images other than those 
of Vishnu (cf. No. 692, in the Rajshahi Museum}. The six-handed dancing 
figure may be taken by one a.s the representation of Siva, perhaps in his fifth 
form of the Tripuranlaki attitude. But in all the five forms of Tripurantaka 
murh, there .should be only four arms and no more (£le?neuta of Bindn Icom^ 
graphy, \ol. 2, part I) and there should be the Deri to the left of Siva The 
figure in question does not conform to either. Besides these, it is not likely 
that Siva or Mahesvara- the (h*d of all goda-should be placed below the feet 
of Viaiinu. In the representation of the Hindu Trintv-Brahma, Vishnu and 

.Wy g.„,r,||y l„„„d 
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of tU slab with Bralmia one may rofor to some spetiimoTis of scolptiiTes 
in the Mathura museum. In some of the specimens there are figures at 
the side of tlm halo. The sides of the halo may represent the Vyoma- 
mav^ala or the sky where gods, demi-gods, Icmmms are sometimes 
represented. Dr. Vogel has not stated definitely that such figures are 
the represeutfttiona of Brahma and Siva and he has added ‘'probably’' 
in referring to all anch epetiimens. One may lay special stress on the figure 
represented on pi, xvii (No. D, 0) in the Oafftloffue of the ^f(lthura A/usewm. 
almut which Dr. Vogel says that it “perhaps" represents Vaishnavi the female 
counterpart of Vishuu. Again, however, with regard to the same image in 
question and the seated Dhyani figure in the centre of the top of the slab. Dr, 
Vogel has stated as follows :—“In the centre of the top of tJm slab is a cross- 

legged figure of a Jim (T).. .seated in meditation (Skr. Dhf/ammitdra) 

.. ......the sculpture seems to be the same as the Brahmanicjil female 

figure with ten arms" mentioned by Onniungham "as having been lUsco^’eTed 
in the Kanhali Tils. If so, the sculptuTe is probably Jains." So Dr. Vogel 
has also expressed hie doubt as to whether the image should be regarded as 
Brahiuanical or not. VurtJier, the Dhyani figure on the top slab may not 
roprcBont Brahma, for the conception of Brahma is generally that of a four-faced 
boarded figure with a llamsa (swan) as carrier. These considerations perhaps 
may lead one however to accept this image under review rather as a 
Bodhisatva (he it a tj-pe of Manjusri or ^ny other Bodhisatva) than ns a type 
of Vishnu, although it may seem to one at first sight as a t3qie of a Brahmiiiical 

image. 
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A Tour in Dinajpur and Kangpur 
Xiruflbiintlhn Sanya], M.A*, B,L. 

In Pebriuin'^ Jast, wliett the exeavationa at Pabarpur were drawing to a cloaks, 
J was privSlcg^id to accompany ilr. K. X. Dikdiit. Superiiitendent* AtcLjko- 
logical Survey, Eastern ('iicle, on a visit to the old site of Ban-Rajar-Garh or 
Bangarh and its neighbouring ruins, in the Houth-weKt corner of the District 
of Dinajpur^ and Bome collections of mediaeval sculptures at Dinsjpur and 
RangpuT towns. This vdsit, thougli necessarily a hurried one^ enabled me to 
acquaint myself personally with the localities and to examine fresh materia Is 
of interest lor the study of the antiquities of this part of Varendra. 

Bangarh 

Occupying the very heart, of Vurendra, Eangarh, now a part of maujah 
Danidama, under P. h. fhiugarampiir, is only aome 40 miles* north-west of Paliar- 
pur, as the crow fiies^ and 10 miles south-west of Dinajpur town, frOTn wJvich it 
is conveniently reached liy a road leading to Gangaranipur, 2 miles further south. 
Here is a commodious Inspection Bungalow, where visitors to Bangarh can eat 
and rest. 

The legendary hiatorj" of these ruins associates the site witJi a tliousand- 
armed demon, Bans, son of Ball, He was a worshipper of Hiva, and it is said, 
swung for a thonsaud years, from hooks passed thTough the skin of his liack, 
to win the favour of that God, The power which he thus achieved enabled 
him to fight even Kristna, whose grand-son Anlruddlia had secretly married 
his daughter Usha, who had become fond of him in a dream ( 

Bk* eh. 32-33). Tesqfiur, on the Brahmaputra, in Assam, claims also to be 
the city of Bana. This only shows ]iow well known names of mythology were 
foisted by popular traflition on difterent places of antiquity iit different times. 

There is, however, no doubt that Bangarh was au important place from very 
early times and it had more than one name - Banapura, Umavaua, Kotivarsha, 
Sonitapuia and Devukota {TrikandasssU If, I. 17 j 

43). Available rocortls indicate that the site was a flourishing city 
from the time of the fmperial Guptas to that of the early Muslim rulers- 

We I earn from five copper-plat e grant s /ml,, Vob XY, pp* 129 ff), dia- 
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ooveml «t Damoibirpur, not very far from Bi'-iigarJi, that nniler the Oiiptjis. 
from 124 to 224 G. E, (A.l), 443-544), the oitv of KotiviiTsha was the heail- 
qmiYterH (i(dJiishtJMm) of a district (rjWjtiyo) of the same name, under the hii ttkH 
(division) (*f PimdravftTddhii.tui. The Distritit-olHcer {vis/nti/itpati) was appointed 
1)3' the (iovernor (Ujxirikn) of Ptindravardtlhiina-WiF^A'ii. This nominee of the 
Grown, assisted bv a GoutK-il of Four, comluctedtheiulminiatration, the latter, 
eoiQ]X)S«Kl of the \ra 3 ’or of the town, the chief of the N’obility, tJie chief 
Registrar and a representative of merdiaiitmen. Ilnw long this s^’stein of local 
adniilustration endiixeiL, after the fall of the Guptas, we do not 3 'et know. 
But there is evidence to prove that even under their successors, the J^aias, 
this visitaffft continued under the sisnie denomination and was subdivided 
into a number of mandates (circles). No less than three copper-plate 
grants, the Bangarh grant of Mehipala, the Amgaclii grant of Vigrahapala 
HI and the Manahali grant of Madanapala, donate lands in the Kotivarsha* 
visha 3 'a (J, /I, S. li., Vol, LXf, pp, 77—S7; lip. /lirh, Vol. XV, pp. 
29.7-30! ; Maitrr,, Gaiidtihl^ltawnla, pp. 147-158). The tnandahn mentioned 
therein are t (lokalika. Brahmanigrama and KalavaTta, Wiiat the citj’ looked 
like none can tell : only the casual notice of Sonitapura in the liamocharita 
{Ilf. !)) calls up a vision of its ancient magnificence, with temples thronged 
with worshippers and tanks smiling with lotuses. An inscription on a pillar 
from Bangarh. now in Gie palace-^rden of the Maharaja of Dinajpur, refers 
to the building of a temple of 8iva lix*' a king of Guucb), of the Kamboja famih' 
(p/- P. A, S. li,, K. S., Vol. VI I, pp, 613 ff). In the said document, this temple 
is eulogised as an 'ornament of the Earth’. From the e,\qiiisite workmanship 
of the pillar, this description appears to have been hardh’ an exaggeration. 
Its date has, however, not 3 *et heeii settled l)eyoiiii doubt.. 

The splendour of the ancient citt* ended with the sjiproach of the artut’ 
of Islam ; tJie gods were broken, the temples were levelleil c.nd over tJieir ruins 
were set up mosques with materiala of the older remains. f)u the east of the 
Ganges, Diw-kot or Dib-kot (Devikota), as it was kno’wn to the Muhanunadan 
historian, was the most important militaTj' post on the northern frontier of the 
territoT)' of Lakhanawati, founded bj' Muhamn^ad-i-Bakltt-yar (Taftotfli-i- 
Nfisiri, Raverty’s transk, Vol, I, p. 562 n) and formed the base of further 
Miihanimaflan operations in this direction. As Ravert 3 ’' notes, in tlies® earlj' 
flay.s of Muslim rule, ‘the city* of Lakhi'uawati is seldom mentioned, while Diw- 
kot is constantly* referred to by various authors' {loc. ci/, p. 375 n). Indeed, 
it would seem, from ilinhaj’s narrative, that it was the chief seat of the Klmlj 
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Miiliks in theiT eiirly (Livs (//Wrf, p. iiTfi), Tlie himtir Dovikota is asaacinted 
with tlia Inst flays of ITiihrinnuiKl-i-Bakht-ynT- wlioso conquering cutcct, 
on his TCtuvn from llic so-callcfl l'il*etan exjunlilion, was cut skort Jicro 
by tiio knife of an nssiisin {ItnU, p- ,')7U) in A. IT. (H>'2 (A. D. l‘20o). TJie sent 
of OovcTiunentof the KJiulj JlaUks was Tejiioved fvojn ]>evikitii to Lakhann- 
wrtti {Hn<L p- 682) by lliisam-ufl-din fw«K (A.D. 1211-1226) who conneeteil the 
two cities by an einlmnkerl road, "ffir this re;'(son*, us Dlinhaj says, ‘that, in the 
raiiiv season. tJm whole of that tract lipcoines inniindated. anfl that route is filled 
with mud swamps and nnirass, mitl, if it. were not for tiiese dykes, it would be 
impos-sible for people to carry out their intentions, or reach various structures 
and iniuJiitei:! places except by means of boats' {ibid, p. 686). 

No mention of DevikotA is made in ATultammaxhtii Instfiry after this time. 
After the tTiinsfer of the c&pitftl. pcrliaps, it continued. ?b a niilitf.ry station 
for sometime longer, and then ss Its importance cUminisiied with the expansion 
of the Muhammadan iwwer in Jiengal. sank gradual ly into insig]iilicarL(;e. 
Jjittlc is kiiown of it. iindcT tlxe successors of the Khalj Maliks, except wliat can 
be gathered from five Rtone-iiiscriptions, fixed to the walls of a mosque on liio 
site, as noted below. TJiese instTiptioiis. wjiich refer to the construction of 
mosques and monuments {daif/tilt) at the place, cover a period of a little over 
two centuries, ranging in date from A. H. 667 to 01S (A.D. 1297* 
1612 ). 

By the time of the l^lnghals. Devikota appears to have passed into obBCiLrity 
and is not shown on any of the Portuguese fir Dutch iiuips of Bengal of the six¬ 
teenth or seventeenth century (cf. ('smp<fS. If istortf of ike PoTiugmse in Bengal^ 
Do Barros' map of Bengal./roii/fsp/ece, also J. A.S, B., Vol. XLIf, pt. f, pi, IV, 
facing p. 242). fn Akbar's settlement (A.J). 1582). it appears to liave been 
included in Havolee-Pinjarah. as the estate of the Dinajpur Kaj ivaethen called, 
and has since tlien remained incurporate<l within tliat estate, its memory 
being pre-servecl now Viy its ruins and thti name of the Porgmnk whicJi is yet 
called Dcokot /f., A'ol. LXII. pt. I. p. 211). 

The eity is fallen ! There is little of mat erial Kotivar.sJia or Devikota that meets 
the eye to*flay- Dn the eastern bank of the Puiuirbhava. known anciently 
as the Apimarbhava (Bamacharita, M. A. B. /!,, ^ ol. III, No. 1, p, 47, v, 10), 
the site now occupies a desolate waste of niiiui. It had long since attracted 
the attention of eminent European explorerR, of wh<mi. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton, 
wlu‘ visited the ruins as early as between 1807-11 and Sir Alexander (hnmingham 
who came towards the end of the century, have left detailed aceouiitK 
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of thereniii ns (MaTtin’a /jfrf/a, Vol. 11, pp. 659-fifi5 ; A. S. }{,, Vol. 

XV, 1879-80, pp. 05-100)- 

Asceticliiig ftoni the iJinajpuT road, we reached the citmh‘1 girt liy a quad- 
1 angular enclosure of iiisssive mound-fovered wsIIk, ^anhcd hy the river 
ou the west ainl a iinjat on tlie other three sides. The extent of this fortifica- 
tioii, as Dr, Buchanan notes, is I SIX) ft. from north to south by 1500 ft. from 
cnist to west. The general level of tJie lend inside is high, relieved by a depressioli 
towards the south and two small enuiiences, one in the centre (called the Ilnj- 
hari) and the other at the south-east C4>iner. 

A causeway across the uioat lea4.U into the cilt/, oecupyiug according to the 
estimate of Buchanan, an area of above a mile square, and protected, like the 
citadel, by ramparts and moats. The temples are there no more. TJie mos¬ 
ques and monuments {dan/a/t) that replaced them are also gone ; the rcitmins 
of only on© now dominate these ruins. This is the monument of Sultan Pir, 
built in the early days of Muslim rule, on the .site of a Hindu temple and with the 
spoils thereof. In the centre of tliis shrine are }’et standing four granite pillars 
of the usual Pala t>'pe, each about 1« ft. high. The dooT-jambs used in the 
constructiou of the gateway are also taken from some Hindu ruins. Close by, 
are the pools of ‘life’ {dkfit kundH] and ‘inim<irtality' {AmTita-kmidu), perhaps, 
uss^iciuted with tlie older Hindu temple, of which the rejuains lie below. At 
the north-west end of the ejiclosure. there are the ruins of another shrine, the 
of iSlmh Bokhari. 

About a mile south of the ‘city/ in the Muluimuuidan quarter of Durndwm 
(eaiitenment), there is still another Muhammaibui shrine—the dargali of Bliah 
Ata—fronting on an ancient embankcHl road, which comes from Baiisihari 
in the west and goes east tu Ghoraghat. This building, raised, as uaual, on the 
ruins of an older Hindu or Buddhist temple, "is a square,* to quote Cunningham's 
description, ‘of 3li ft, 10 in. inside, with walls 5 ft. 9 in. thick. The lower part of 
the walls, for three courses iu height, is of coarse grey stone; all above is of 
brick. The dome has disapiieared long ago. The western niche {kibldh) is 
verj' highly ornamented with carved bricks. * * * In iront of the tomb 

to the south, + + + there is an open court-yard, with ti room at each end. That 
to the west appeals tu hiive been the cfiilhi or resting place of the saint while 
the eastern room was iiujst probably liis kitchen.’ Gutside this court, stiituU a 
broken pillar, suggestive, in style, <rf a .\Iulu'.inmtK:b!.ii aibiptation of the older 
Hindu tyqie. WitJuii the mosque, (‘unniiighiun nutiied a grave in the onstorn 
half , no trace now reuiiiins of it. There is, however, no doubt that this slirijjo 
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■was originally a tomb and was subsequently converted into a mosque. Fixed 
ill its walls, were found five inscriptions by Bucbanaii. which have already been 
referred to above (Martin's Easlern /»diu, Voh TI, pp, fl60ff ; of. also A. S,R. 
Vol. XV, pp. 07-100). From one of these records, we learn that the construc¬ 
tion of this nionujiieut waa commenced liy Maulana Ato. and completed hy 
ordci' of Sultan Sikandar Shah, son of Ilyas 8hah, in A. H. 76J» (A.D. 1363), by 
Ghiyas “the golden-hauderl.” From another inscription the building appears 
tcj have been repaired in A. H. 89fi (A.D. 14SM)), daring the reign of MiJKti.ffar 
Shall. TliG final restoration, changing the darijak into a mosque, was effected 
in A- H. 9(18 (A.D, 1512) in the reign of Ahi-ud-din ITusen Shah, by a noble of 
his court, Khan-i-Aziiu Kukn Khun. The inscription which refers to this is 
plttcetl immediately over the eRtrance door. Of the two remaining inscrip¬ 
tions. one. Imlotiging to the reign of Kui Kuits, appears to have lieen roiuovetl 
to its present jmsitiou from some other building on the site whicli had fallen 
to rniufl. It describes the iniilding of a mosque, in A. H. 697 (A.T). 1297), by 
a noble named Zafar KJian Bjihtam .Aitigin under the supervision of Sialali 
Jiwaud of .^lultan, The other, id the reign of Jalalu-d-diii Futh Shah, dated 
probaldy in A. H. 885 (A.D. 1480), is now lost, leaving an empty panel (for 
full texts and trauRlations of the above iuscriptious, sec J. A, (?. /h, Vol. IjXI, 
Pt. I.pp. 102ff). 

From the rouil in front of the siirine, a desiicnt, paved with umtorials of old 
lliiulu temples, leads down to a large tank, culled the Dhaldif)!n, which is esist 
to west lung and is, therefore, supposed to lie of .MnhamnnuUin construction. 
On the west of these steps is an old grave-yard, with chambers covered over 
with stones. Similar chambers, I hear, have also been found near the Gumti 
Gate at (!laur. A little to the east is Kaladifflil, whicli, unlike the former is 
north to south long and said to have been named after Kola Kaiil, the queen 
of Bana. 

The ruins exteiui nil ariniml l>eyond the eiicloHurcs, reforretl to, and even 
across the river to tJm opposite bank, w^herc some half a mile from the (sity, is 
a niouinl calkMl Usiiabj'iti (the house of princess Ualiu of the legend). Not very 
fur ofl are the ruins of a Mulmmuiadan shrine, the dan/ttk of Pir Balm-ud-diii. 

Tapuii. 

At Tapan. 7 miles soiitji of (langurampiir, is jvii isolated mound, locsdly 
known as I’utlmiqmnja. It is close to tho famous tank of Tapan and riw’'S 
to a Ivoighl of about 30 ft, above the surrounding Country, witli a slope t it wards 
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thfi cast* 'I'liis liftip must be of the ruins nf a teniple, as Huehotiaii suggests 3 
a few' iitohitectnral fragments are still lying about, ft ia siiid that here Baiia 
performed his uusterities to vein tlie favoTir of Siva. In oourae of re'excavating 
an old ttudk, to the north of Topatidiglii, u coppcr-plate inscription of King 
Lakslmuiiiaseiiu was discovered in i87:J. Tt piirporta to have been issued from 
Yikrampura, to grant some laud iu the village of Ifeluhishti. in Varendrif in 
the Unikti of Fundravarddhaiia (Mejiuudar, Itmrijitmis of Betojal, Vol. Ill, 
Ijp. 99ff). 

Dina} pur 

A lot i>f sculptured at^me.s were removed frtun Bujigurii t<i tJie }>a1ace of the 
^faharuja of Ditiajpur bv .^fahs.ruja Haiuiiath in the eighteenth rentiiry. The 
best known of them the itmcriM /nV/or of the Kamljoja king—has already 
been referred to. TJiere was a long controversy about its date. Some scholars 
would ascribe it to the Saku year 888 (•/. B. A. />. B,, N. 8 ., V^ol. \*fr, pp, 815:0!). 
After cxnmiiiiiig the sculpture carefully, I found that the atydistic evitteiicc 
raises a dIDic u Ity agai ust this ass u mption. A deta iled discussion of th is question 
1 leave for the present to a future occasion, t If interest is also the rotiec (e7nple 
i^nihffmdha-kttli) of Ytiaitiiara, ipscTiijed in clwracters of about the twelfth 
contury'. Tliia ininiaturo is carved out of a single block of stone and 
coiitaias, on four sides, four standbig figures of Buddha, representing 

four of the chief events of his life. Jt may be compared with the teniple of 
Brahiua (No. 230) in our Museum. The pillars on either side of the 

otitrniiccs to our coiupound, are nu>deUetl on it. The 

standing in the court-yard of the teiupte of Kaliya-tanta is a fine sculpture. 
It is crowned by two figures of Gcruda, sitting addoxsed. There are 
Some carved gateways, which have been useil in the modern buildings of 
the palace, where they look sadly out of place. The finest of these is 
the S(tffa-drar an enormous door-fvivme, 9 ft. 7 in. high : the jambs are 
divided into four trompartnieiits, wrought with dainty' scrolbwoika of 

foliage and serpent-tail designs cottiljiiiied with other elaborjite motifs ; on 
the lintel are figurines of four Naginis in the attitude of dancing, a pair at 
the centre and one at eacJt end. At the hiwe uf the jambs of another 
doonvav, there arc figures of Ijiikslttiii iind tjarusvati, standing croas-leggcfI, 
with their rcspwitivc attributes, tlvc lotus 11 nd tJie cino (lyre) in their hands. 
AiMhher giitcWnY displays MuhaninimUiii diaper designs. .Smie broken mono- 
lith.s and an image of uit eiffht-nrm d yotldess are deposited on the bank of a tank, 
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in front of tJic palace-gardeu. The goddess is seated on a w'ioker-stool, lietweeii 
two leiniile attendimts, one of whom oarries bell and inceiiBe-pot. the other, n 
flj-whisk (foT further information see, *4.-S. Ann. lUp., 192)-2a, pp. 83-84, 
iuut 1925-20, pp. 113-114). Thia society, too, Jias in its collection two pillars 
Iroiii liangarh (^'os, 64 and 69), one of which exhilnta a novel tj'pe, These were 
collected by Kumar iSarat Kutnsr Kay, when he visited the ruins with a party 
of mendiers of this society* An iiuage of Bhairava. which they were unable 
to collect has, f understand, now found its way to the Indian Museum. A 
few sculptures from Bangarh were taken by one of Maharaja Rauuiath h 
oflicers, Jivau Brahniachari and built into a teinpie in his family residence at 
Niimkan, Rajshalu Dist. A stone Bull recovered from a tank at Bangarh by 
Buchanan Hamilton’s Pandit is .set up in the {.loUectorate at Dinajpur. Some 
of these antiquities are illustrated in the accompanying Plates. 

Rangpur 

iSahitya-PinrisIiad Colleciiait thus taken stock of the antiquities 

in the palace of the DitiajpuT Raj, we came to the town of Rtuigpur, The 
example set by this Society and the Bangiya Bahitya Parishad of Cialoutta, in 
the way of collection (»f antiquities, has happily been followed in other parts 
of the province ; some institutions and oven individuals have built up coUoc- 
tioiis of various size and value. One of theui is tluit of the Rangpur Sahitya 
Parishad, whIcJi is now housed in a spacious build mg and includes some fifty 
sculptures, a number of nuiuuscrfpta and a fairly representative cabinet of coius. 
Ill my Jiote on tlie ‘Additions to the V. R. S, ^rusetim*, 1920-30, I have referred 
to a miniature Vishnu in this collection. It resembles Ko, 500 of our Museum, 
but is of a more refined worlrtnanship. I noticed also a Mmueti of a rare type 
which is unrepresented in our .Museum. She is four-armed, with lioughs 
in the u])per hands and a child and some small object respectively in the lower 
right ami left hands {see Plate). miniature Manasa with a cJuld was found 
last year in the Puhapur excavations (for the dUyttua, see Bhattasali, /emo- 
f/mpAi/ of Bwhfhist and limhmnnicat sculptures in the Dacca Museum, p. 227). 

Tepa collect ion :— X mmiber of sculptures has been fsfdlected by Mr, Nalini- 
mohan Kay C-iuiudhuri* Zstmindar of Tepa. at his residence, at Ratigpiir. Afost 
of them, 1 Jiear, are obtamed from Benares aud its ueighlajurhoud. A 
unique specimen in this collecdiori is a four-headed hast of Visfmu (IS” Ugh), 
i arvetl in the round, dating from about ihe twelfth century. The central face 
is human, the right ami left heads are respectively those of a lion {Xara-simho} 
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boar (Varaha}. while that at the back hears the cogniaanees of Bhairava: 
gaping mouth, prominent teeth, scowling brows, beaj'tis anti whiskers anti 
11 high dresaetl matted Iiair. TIiik image ]ias already been notkrccl by Mr. B. 
BhattacJiurni: on p. B of his Indian Imnffes, pt. I, where the dA^fHOfi has also been 
quoted (cf. aiso Museum of Fine Arts BuUetm., No, 104, 1019, p. 60J. Another 
Vishnu image (IS'^X 19*) in this collection is of eighth century, fii it Vishnu 
wears a cap-like crown, a dhoti^ a scarf, a garland of "forest flowers' (rmmmata) 
and usual jewellery, lie is four-armed : the tw'4i upper hands and their attri¬ 
butes are broken ; the lower hands rest on the heads of two kneeling Ayurthn- 
purushas, Chakra and GatLi, respectively, to proper right and left. On the 
reverse face of the slab, there is an image of Stijya, with his tw’o attendants 
Dandi and Pingala. Other notable images are : f^esha-sayi VisAwn (11* X 8*), 
Uma-M»he8tu$ra (16* high) and KarttUvya {19* x 24*). In the Uma-Mahesvara 
image. Siva is three-headed. In the last image, Karttikeya sita on a cushi<m in 
the lalita pose, with his left leg, testing on a peacock’s back. All above Ids 
waist is gone. The image may be dated in the eleventli century. Besides 
the above, the collcetion includes a miniature, temple (5* x 8* x 7"), carved 
with figures of Siva-liiiga, Vishnu, Ilarit-GaiiTi and Burya on its four sides (seo 
Plates). 


rv 

The Vaishnava Cu!t. 

ChatvTavarH, m . a ., SfliikhTasastai. 

Vishnu and Vasude?a-Krishna 

Vishnu plays a very prominent part in the pantheon of the Hiff-Yf’da, The 
word Vishnu comes from the root tw, which has two meanings, ifj'a., entering 
and pervading* Both these meanings ha^’© been aeceptwl by later theologians, 
who say that the C#od is so called because he has ereatwl all and entered into 
them. This iiiterprefcation is supporte<l also by the TotWiVii{,ia UpamsJtad 
(Jl.fl). The second meaning makes Him the Supreme God who pervatles 
the whole uni verse, as in die atetl in a hymn of the 22. !8., Prasamia 

Vidyaratiia's Ed, Cal.) This represents him as taking three strides encompass 
the world. Another hjina fl. 22. 17) describes VLsiinii as traversing the 
universe with three strides and says thrt the eartjj is sustained bv the dust of 
Ilia feet. Burga. in exiibiiung this passage in ids Commentary on the Niruktn 
{XIT, 2) identifies him ^^’ith the Sun and interprets Ida tTaversing of the universe 
with three strides as the diffusion of sun-light, in its three stages, corresponding 
to the three divisions of a day, vta., morning, noon and evening. These hymns 
have supplied the l>asis on which the story of the Dwarf incarnation of Vishnu 
is formeil. The Satuptthn Brnkmarw (il. 3. .5) makos him assume the form 
of a Dwarf for menisurLug the sacrificial groutul which the go<ls were to receive 
from the demons. It also states that the gods were not angry with Jiim for 
diminishing his form, because he was himself the sacrifice ( t. 2. 13). According 
to the Qita (VJIL 4), the presiding deit)' of sacrifice is Vasudeva-Krishna, 
In the MahahiMfata, (1. 1, 107), the blind king liew'ails that he did not expect 
victory when he heard that his sons had to fight with Krishna, who covered 
this earth with a single stride. On account of hfiving taken these three strides, 
Vishnu is called Trivikrama in later dictionaries (Amara, Nama-lmgann&asatm, 
J. 20). Thus it is clear that \'ishnii of the Eifi-Teda is identified in the epic 
w'ith VasudeVB-Krishna. 


Narayana 

The 'Piirushasukta* of the 10th Mandela of the Rig-Yedu is nttrilmted to 
Narayana Bishi. This Piimsha and Narayana seem t<» be identicfll. Tlie 
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SalajHitfut Brafitmaiia describes Vislum ae caveriug tliis Eartii, tlio air and the 
liy Jiiu three strides (I. 2. 13) and has pliiceii Punislirt-Knriiyatia hi idi the 
worlds, in all tJie guds, in uJI the Vedas and in all vital airs (XIL 4d> The 
Tat{l-Ar(iHi/(ibi (X. U) attributes all the qualities of the JSupreme B<iul to 
Xarayatia and makes him supreme above all like the great Brahmaii. The 
Chhaiidoffifa (1. (i. ti,) mentions a l*uriisliu in the soliir disc^, whose hair, beard 
and liody are made of gold, and whose colfuir is as red as the back portion of a 
monkey. He who worships him is I'reed from all sins* Ifere, the rod colour 
of the morning and evening Sun, which is like the back'ix>rti«n of a monkey, 
la indicatfMi, Sankaracharya identifies this Punisha with the Supreme Brahman, 
to whom .-iisnYir^ or super-natural prnvers are attributed for the convenience 
of vjKisono or ivorship {Brahmo-sutra, j. 1.20) The stone-symbol of Narayana, 
which is yet an object of worship, appears to l>e a symbolic representation of 
the Punisha in the solar disc, in as much as the dhtfana of the god, worshipped 
on that symbol, corresponds to that of the solar Purusha. This dfi^antt describes 
the god as seated in the solar orb, witJi his body made of gold. The conception 
of the golden colour is derived probably from the golden rays of tlie Sun. The 
wJieel or circular mark on the body of the stone-symbol {JV aTayana-chaJera) 
perhaps represents the disc of the Sun. Vishnu of the Vedic hymn, covering 
the universe with his three strides, has already been shown to be the same as 
the Sun, disusing its light on all created things, \uahnii is thus the presiding 
deity of the solar region and is worshipped as Narayami on the stone-s^mibol. 
So Vishnu and Narayana are identical. Narayana is also identihed with Vasu- 
deva-Kri,siiria in the MakabketTata (Santi, 33S, 4). 

In the Mah(d)h(iraia (Santi, 335, j-S) is told the sto.ry of Naraibi, who went to 
Svetadvipa fliFldte-Island), situated to the north of the Milk-Ocean, There he 
offered prayer to Narayana, the Supreme god, who became visible to liim and 
showed him his all-pervading form (Santi, 338-39). It is said that Svetadvipa 
may be attained by those only who recite the praise of Ananta, composed by 
Bali (IJotit'amsa, V, 14384). in the Bhagnvata Pttratta, Svetadvipa-pati (the lord 
of White Island) is said to lie a name of VisJinu (X. 0. 24). The story of Narada 
going to the White Island is no doubt an allegory, Svetadvipa is probably 
the Solar region which is the abode of Narayana, and, it seem,^ to bo so called 
because of the white light of the Sun, Narayana, who resides in the White 
IsLvnd is said to be the same as Hari and Jaaardaiui (Santi, 335. 17. 21). Thus 
the idea of the White Island as the abode of Narayana appears to have preceded 
the conception of Vaikuntha being the abode of Hari or Vaaudeva, In the 
5 
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Iftter Puranns, VaikuHtha has VieeM roplaced I))* iTolaku of BalakTishna. Xard 
or i^'ateT is tlie first omatioii of < iod (^[<11111, 1 , 8 ). Nartiviina is so colled liecouse 
tlie first crciitioiu -A’llrS, evolves froiii Jihn (iloiiu, I, 10 ). At tiie end of tlie 
cycle of creation, evcridiliing dieuppears except water, and at the time of crea 
tion, it is water which first eumes out. fv) water is the sesha or the ultimate 
cause whiok is the abode of Hari. It is mimtia or boundless. vSo the Ixnindless 
abode of ^farayana is the solar region, which looks like a milky ocean, on account 
of its wliite light. The AVliite Island, therefore, is neither Swia nor any land 
of the Trans-Jordian region. 

Ekantika Dharma. 

In the saiiYe epic, Narayana. the eternal soul of tJie universe, with four forms, 
has been represented as Dliarma. The four forms or four sons are Nara, Naia- 
yaiia, Hari and K rjshna (fcliinth 334. 8-0), The t wo heroes Vasudeva and Arjuna 
are said to be the same aa Nara and Narayana. The people of the ^Vhite Island 
are described ae Ekantiiias {&vnti, 347. 30). These Ekaiitinas are devotees 
of Hari and they attain the highest region (Siianti. 348. 3). Their dharma, the 
religion which Narada got from Narsyaim at the White Island, is Ekantika 
Dharma. It is the religion of the Sutvatas and said to be the same as Yvas 
ccmmiunicated in the H^ri GlUi b}' Vasudeva to Arjuna (Santi, 346. 11). It is 
also mentioned that the religion of the feiatvatas is bi keeping with the teach¬ 
ings of the Aranyakas, which also include the Upaiiishads. So it i.s neither 
nn-V^edic nor un-BTahtnani<‘al. as lias been supposed by some scholars. 

The story of N'arada may bo a myth but it shows unmistakably the 
Brahnianical origin of the religion. The epic makes Ahittiaa or non-slaughter 
of aidmals an indispensable part of this religion (8anti, 347. 13-13). The Vedic 
Bralunins became disgusted with the alaughtcr of animals and sacrifices and 
diverted their mind to the meditation of Soul or Brahman, The evidence of 
this diversion ia traceable in the cosmogonioal hymns of the 10th 3Iaiidala of 
the Rii/- Veda and in the eatHer Upaiiishads. The i^itapat/ia Brahtnana {11.1.6) 
gives ft discourse about what is eatable and what is not eatable and appears 
to have a predilection for rion-slaughter. The CMandogya (111, 17. 4). represents 
Ghora-Angiraaa imparting lessoaB to his disciple Krishna-Devakiputra regard¬ 
ing gift, sincerity, non-slaughter aud truthfulness. So non-slaughter as a part 
of religion has been accepted by the Rishis from very early age. The Yoga 
philosophy has mentioned um'versal Ahimsa as a glorious penance {Sadham- 
pdda, XXXI). Manu hiis preached Ahimaa as a begetter of great merit (V. 
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48-5fi). From long before the preat^hings of ilbihiivrra and Grtiitamii, there 
Jmve lieen two clasaes of teachers among the liishb tlieniseives. One section 
maintains that sacrificia] slaughter like any ordinary slaughter, begets 
demerit. The other section enjoins that tliough ordinary slaughtefr may beget 
demerit, slanglrter of animals in Vedic sacrifices begets merit and leads one to 
heaven. The 8ankhyu and the Yoga scJtools t)ol<]iig to tJie former class and 
the Mtiiiansa school represents the latter, Krishna in the GiUi takes the 
position of an arbiter between the two rival schools (XVlff, 3) and decides 
in favour of the latter (XVI11, 6), though non-shtugiter of animala as a 
principle lias be™ praised by liim (X VI. 2). 8akyamuui, who was taught the 
two ^tems of •Sankhya and Yoga before his attainment of Supreme 
Enlightenment, appears to have got the inspiration of dAiinw* from his Brahmin 
preceptors. 

The Satvata religion is the esrlier foriu of Vaishnavism ui Vaeudevisni as 
we may call it, communicated V^asudeva to .Aijiina in the Gita. The 
scholiasts of Panini derive the word iiiatvata frotii Hat, i.e,, the supreme Soul. 
So Satvata means a devotee of the Supreme Soul. In the epic, Narayaiia ia saul 
to be worshipped according to the Sittvata rites. The Satvatns were probably 
the worshippers of X^urayana or Vuisudova, Itoth being the same in the epic. 
The Bkagavata Parana mukcB the Satvataa. the Andhahas and the Vrishnis 
all relatives of Yudhisthira and represents Krishna as Lord of the Batvatas in 
several places (I. 14. 25). Acconiing to the //amwwsff (V'. 2200) the Batvatas, 
tlie Andhukas ami tJie Vrishnis were born of the same mother. TJie same work 
(\^ 1965) ascribes to Vasudeva-Krishna the leadership of both the Anclhakas 
and the Vrishnia. In an aphorism of Panini (IV. I. 114) the Andhakas and 
the Vvislinis are aeparatoly mentioned. Patanjali derives x\ugraseiia from the 
AuiUiuka name, and, Vasudeva and Bahuleva, from the Vrishni name. Devaka 
and Ugraseiin were brothers. Devaka was the niateriial grand-father of Vasu- 
deva-Krishi^a {Hativamm. XX. 23-24). Bo the Batvatas, the Andhakas and the 
Vrishnis wore difEeirent clans Ijelouging to the same stock as the Yadavas, being 
descendants of the Vedic Yadus. 

The worship of Vasudeva-Kriahim has also liecn referred to by iVlegasthenes, 
the Greek ambassador at the court, of Chandragupt-a Jlaurya. His statement 
is hhat the Bourasenoi {the jwiple of Burasoiia) ivorshipped HerakJes and had 
in their land two cities, of?., .Methora and Kleis^tWra. Methoia is identified 
adth WathuTii and Kletaoborji «»r Krishnajuira reminds one of Krishna of the 
epic. UorakJes is supposed to be the stimcas Hari, /.c. Krishmi {M. J, 8 . /., 
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No. o, p. 157). The Mathura in&CTiptiou of the titne of the great aatrap 8*>dasa, 
unsigned to the Ist eeutur^' A.D,, utuiuatakuhly proves that it whr the seat 
of the worahip of Vauudeva. {IMd, p. H!9). From Mathura, whieJi was the 
original residence of the Aiidhakas and the Vrishuis, they fled to Dvaraka in the 
Kathiawar peninsula to avoid oi^jn'essioi] liy Kala Vavaiia. {Hnrtmmm., v«. 

J 065-67). 

The Pancharatra System 

The rites of the 8utvatas are said to be perforuuui by those aeqiuiiuted with 
the Paiicharatra aysteni (Santi, 335'25). So the Siitvata and the Paucharatra 
8}'stems appear to Ije related to each other. This system consists of the wor¬ 
ship of Vasudeva and his several forim, the four Vyuhas, as mentioned in the 
epic {Sent], 339). According to Katnanuja, the V'yuhas are forms asstimed 
by the Pam or yupreme Being for the convenience of worship and for such 
purposes as creation ete. These forms are all supreme and have sepjiratc 
powers. According to this system. A’asudeva is the Supreme Being, from 
whom SamLirshana or individual sou) comes out. From Samharehana, 
Pradynmim or mind enxanates, and, from luiu, evolves Aniruddha or c//o. 
Sankara, in hia comnientary on the Bmhmsaita (If. 2. 42-45), has 
refuted this theory, as, in his opinion, it is mi-Vedic in its origin. In the epic, 
the epithet Punchamtnka lias been applied to Nara^'ana (Santi, 338, 4). Of 
the four ’\'’yuhes, Stimkarsliaiia is Ealiuleva, the elder tn-other of Krishna, IVa- 
dyunuia is the son of Kridma, and, Aninuldha is said t*> be Ids graiid-HOU- 
The worshippers of Vasudeva and Baladeva are inentionetl in the NiMfsa, a 
pali Buddhist canon of the 4th century B.G. (HhuudarkitT, roMxoiKWrt, iSamtim 
and Mimr Religimts p, 3), Tlie woTshippers of Vasudeva nre also men¬ 

tioned in Panini's aphorifiEnr TV. 3. 68. Pataiijali in his gloss on the rule has 
distinctly sidd that the word Vasudeva here refers to the god Vasudeva. Thus, 
Patanjali, wlio lived in the middle of the 2ntl century B.C, knew fully well the 
supreme deity Vasmlova. His refereiiccss to KrisJma's attitude towards his 
materusl uncle (11. 3. 36) and to his destruction of Kauisa (III, 1.26) show that 
the exploit of Krisihiia, who killed his uiatermd uncle Kanuui, was w'idely 
kmomi in his time. 

The well-known Besnagur pillar iiiJUTipticui supp<tTts Pataujali's interpreta- 
t ion of the afore-said of Panini. In this in script ton. we .“le told that a 
I'oliinin, with an hunge of (Jaruda at tlie top. was erected in Jionmir ol Viisiideva, 
the god of goils, by HeUodonia, sou of Dion, a and au inhabitant of 
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Tasilft, who camo an ainlias.sadoT from king Antialkitlas to Maharaja Kasj- 
puka Bhagahhadra. Tliis inscription is usaigned to the first half of the 2nd 
century E,i; llere.a foraigiicr is described as a Bhagamki. <>r a devotee of 
Vasudeva, who is dem-devtii Le.. tlie god of gods. The Garudailhvaja indicates 
that there was an image of Vasiuleva ^v^thin the temple, i\'ith which it was 
perJiaps coimected. Cnrtius states that an image of Ilerakles was carried in the 
front of the army of For mi, ns he advanced against Alexander tJie Great (M,A,SJ. 
No. 5, p. 154). The statement of ]iregasthenesregarding the wra-ship of Herakles, 
i.e.f Ifari or Krishna, has already been refoTTod to. ft is thus highly probable 
that fmage of Vishnu wna worshippetl as early as the 4th century B.C. An 
macription fomid at Ghoauiuli, in the Udiu'pur State, Rajputana, gives a des- 
cription of a stone-enclosure, built for the worship of Bhagavatas, Sankarshana 
and V8,sijdevu. within the enclosure of Narayann (Nami/artn^Taie). j\s \s'e have 
soon, Narayana is identical with \'asudeva. so Norat/aiwvfiie may Indicate 
the whole enclosure or compound within which the smaller enclosure of the two 
gods, Sumkarshana and Vasndeva was built. \’asudcva and Samkarshana 
are mentioned as two soperate deities, the latter being mentioned first. In the 
Nanaghat tiavc inscription of the 2nd century B.C. (Lndors, List of BmAnii 
Inscriptions, No. 1112) Hamkarshaiut. and Vasudeva are nientlonedas two separate 
deities and tJieir connection with the Uinar Yadava family has been traced. 
In this inscription, too, the name of Samkarshana precedes that of Vasudeva. 
This Ls evidently because he wns the older brother of Vasudeva. Even in the 
Wtaqai'fUa Puntaa, which represents Krishna as the supreme deitj’', Rama is 
mentioned before Krishna (X. I)$. d). Fanini does not give Baladeva the rank 
of a god, but his followers are mentioned m the Pali referred to aIxtve. 

llis worshippers are also described by Kautilya, who speaks of their sacrificial 
beverage {Arthasastra, Sastri’s transl. p. 425). The nrention of this sacrificial 
beverage reminds ns of the drunkenness of Baltidevn, alluded to not only in the 
Puronas but also by Kalidasa {Mpff/Ktdnkt, V. 53). 

Kir R. (i. Blutndarkivr inaiiitaitis that V^'esudeva is a pToj>er name and not a 
piitronj'tnic (/.ec, ciV,, p. 1J ). But this opinion seems to be untenable in view of 
Patanjali's reference to Krishna’s cruelty towards his muter mil uncle, which 
shows that ill his time, Vasudeva iras believed to lie the son of Vasudeva, 
Otherwise, his comment on Panini [ IV. 3. (Its), m., that in this aphorism, 
Vasudeva is a unine of the ^‘AVoivshipfiil.'’ becomes meaningless, in as much 
as tlie next sutra (f\'. 3. OD) glw-s us tlie form Vasudeva from \^Hudeva. 
'i’his interpretation Is also supported by JCaij'ata. 
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Radha-Krishna. 

With the iiitrodinition of tiwj Pumna, tlieatory of tiiw Itoy'-Kriskiiii 

and his aiuoroiis overtures t(i the ws^^diortl girls assuined a new shape. 
long he was Tepreseuted ivs asaiciating with the cowherd girls in general Now 
one cowherd girl k nnule his pntdftii tfS. or chief eoiiSf>Tt. But the earliest mention 
of Katlha «» his cousort is found in the lifahmamivarttH Pitmtiu, whose 
tUte is uncertain. She occupies a prominent place in the GHu'gomtda of Jaya* 
deva. who was a oontetnporary of king Lakshmamiaena, who lived in the latter 
part of the 12th century. Ninibarka was the first to give a philosophical ex¬ 
position to the Radha-Krishna cult. He appears to be postetrior to Aixanxla- 
tirtha, as his name is not found m the collection of philosophical tvorks of 
itadhavft, who lived in the oiiddle of the I4t]i century. He was a Tailauga 
by birth and spent the latter part of his life at Vrindavana, where boy-Ktishna 
is said to have spent Jiia early life. His Vedantic theory is a modification of the 
qualified monism of Ramanuja. The inanimate worldj the individual soul and 
God, according to him are distinct from one another as well as identical The 
first’two are identical with God in this sense, that they liave no independeiit 
existence, but are dependent on liim for their existence and action. But this, 
cult did not receive much support from other Vaishnava preachers, such as 
Kabir, RamanamU and Tukarani. In Bengal the Radha cult got a greiitot 
impetlis in the songs of Vidyapati and Hhandidas. Tho preachers who 
elaWrated exclusively the Bhakti cult of the BhagwHtta, were Vallabha in the 
south and Chaitanya in Bengal in the first half of the Ifith contury. 
Vailabhachar>'>n» was a married man. The descendants of hie seven giand-sons 
lire now called Gurus. Ghaitanya was a Sanyasl teacher. Hie ideas have 
been elaborated by his devotees known as fjosvamia in Bengal. He has been 
deified as god and is believed to be an emlmdineiif of R^idJia and Krlalma. 
The worship of God as a human being, giving jiim case and comfort like an 
ordinat}' man seems to be «>ne of the princippl ilaily practices of tJils sect. 
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